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Birk-west of Euchen-Wurselen-through the centre
of Aix~la-Chapelle-(Prussian) Moresnet; and the IX. and
III. Corps by the road Weiden-Haaren-eastern side of
Aix4a-Chapelle-Eynatten. [A sketch-map of the routes
to be followed accompanied these instructions.] Major-
General von Stumpff, the Commandant of Aix-Ia-
Chapelle, will mark the line of these roads through the
town, avoiding any mention of what corps are to use
them, and will block the side-roads; he will send a
sketch of the road sections allotted to each of the corps
as soon as the order for the advance is given. He will
also ensure that the march through the town proceeds
smoothly and without interruption, and that the troops
use no other roads than those allotted to them. The
troops themselves will be ordered to carry out any
instructions that he may give; ar.y disorder is to be
immediately suppressed with the utmost rigour. The
well-ordered execution of the march through Aix-la-
Ghapelle is a preliminary essential for the success of the
movement of the Army across the Meuses which will
take place immediately afterwards/'

At the outset of the operations, it was of the utmost
importance that no time should be lost. Directions
were attached to these instructions detailing officers
and troops to assist the Town-Commandant and for-
bidding billeting in the town, except for the highest
Staffs, and for arrangement for keeping up communica-
tion with the Second Army and with the IX. Corps,
as well as an estimate of the probable duration of the
march through the town, which would take several
days. Taking into account the careful preparations by
corps headquarters and the march-discipline of first-
class troops, everything seemed arranged for the move-
ment of over 200,000 troops with all their baggage